11th Grade “to do’s” Checklist

College Application / Post-secondary Planning Process

· Begin practicing for the SAT. (Utilize information from SAT Prep courses)  

· Take the free in-school SAT Test at Hillhouse.  (March 24, 2021)

· Participate in the NHPS College Fair Consortium.  (TBD-tentatively Spring 2021)

· Create a free online account at www.collegeboard.org and make sure you know how to login to your Naviance account and complete Tasks.  
· Enroll in the SAT Online Program at https://www.khanacademy.org/sat , and begin studying for the SAT.  

· Using the College Board & Naviance websites, develop a list of at least 10 interesting colleges or programs.  Include 2-3 “safety” schools or programs, 2-3 “match” schools, and 2-3 “reach” schools, checking for SAT Subject Test requirements.  

· Check your March SAT Score online (April 16th-most scores available), log into Khan Academy and continue studying for the SAT.  (May – November, or until you’ve taken the SAT again)

· Register for, practice for, and take the appropriate SAT Subject Tests in June, if needed for the colleges you will apply to.  (April – May)

· Register for, practice for, and take your second SAT in May/June or October/November, depending on the scores you need, your application deadlines, and other exams, such as Subject Tests or AP.

· Meet with school counselor to review your transcript and SAT plans, plan senior year courses, and confirm any other pending graduation requirements. (ongoing Junior year)

· New Haven Residents Only:  Submit the New Haven Promise Pledge online at www.newhavenpromise.org  (You will complete the application in the fall as a senior.)

· Visit as many of the colleges/programs as possible. (April – August)

· Draft your personal statement (with your English class) for the Common Application essay.  (Final draft by June, or sooner, per teacher)

· Before summer, ask 2 teachers who know you well to write college recommendation letters for the fall.  Choose teachers whose classes are most relevant to what you plan to study in college (Creative Writing/English for Writing, Science for Health Professions, etc.)

· Develop/update your high school resume, working backwards from rising 12th (predict your typical activities) to 11th to 10th to 9th grade.  Include all of your after school activities, clubs, community service and work experiences.  (June-July)

· Have a serious conversation with your parent(s) or guardian(s) about applying to and paying for college.  Will you be relying on New Haven Promise?  Who will help you pay for school?  How much can they help?  Is it realistic to plan to live at school?  What do they envision for you?  Which scholarships have you explored?  (July)

· Complete the Common Application online, link it to your Naviance account, and check to see if any schools do NOT accept it.  (beginning of August)

· Narrow your list of at least 10 or more “Colleges/Programs I’m interested in” to a list of 5 or 6 “Colleges I’m applying to” and make sure they are in your Naviance account.  (August – October)
